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To  Whom  It  May  Concern:  

Teens  need  an  outlet,  someone  they  can  speak  to  and  relate  to  their  personal  situation.  
They  often  believe  that  adults  have  never  encountered  as  a  child  sadness,  depression,  
death  and  even  low  self-­‐esteem.    But  Mr.  Mike  T.  Smith,  Youth  Motivational  Speaker  and  
author  of  O.W.N.  I.  T.  The  Teen s  Cheat  Codes  to  Life,  told  them  just  the  opposite.    I  had  
the  privilege  to  work  with  Mike  at  Hume  Preparatory  Academy  in  November  2013  with  my  
group  of  young  ladies  discussing  owning  up  to  your  responsibilities.    The  young  
ambassadors  were  amazed  how  this  Caucasian  man  was  able  to  relate  to  what  African  
Americans  go  through.    His  tone,  his  character,  his   opportunity  
to  see  that  it s  truly  not  about  your  race  or  your  zip  code  that  makes  you  but  it s  the  
choices  of  ALL  people  that  can  break  you.  

Mike  was  professional  and  passionate  in  getting  the  ambassadors  to  understand  they  have  
to  OWN  IT  without  any  excuses.      They  understood  that  Others  Will  Not  Interrupt  Today  or  
Tomorrow  because  Mike  made  it  clear  that   Life  can  be  a  tough  game,  but  you  can  win-­‐
sometimes  you  just  need  a  little  help.       

I  recommend  Mike  T.  Smith  as  a  Youth  and  Adult  Motivational  Speaker  because  truly  
adults  also  need  to  O.W.N.  I.T!    If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at  
(901)  262-­‐8642.          

Make  a  difference  today,  

Leshundra  Robinson,  President  
Www.ucanofmemphis.org  

UCAN  is  a  youth  development  organization  for  under-­‐privileged  middle  and  high  
school  students.    The  organization  is  targeted  directly  to  the  youth  to  build  a  
brighter  and  resourceful  tomorrow  through  mentoring  and  leadership  skills  
inspired  from  positive  and  healthy  self-­‐image  development  while  equipping  them  
with  the  necessary  tools  and  resources  for  career  planning,  college  preparation  
and  financial  responsibility.
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